
Hello Walter, 
 
Thank you for contacting us regarding your dome.  You are correct that we 
have a different system for the dome track.  All of our domes now come with 
that punched track and gear system as standard.  Unfortunately, the rubber 
wheel has been discontinued and we have been unable to find a successful 
replacement. 
 
I have included the instructions for installing this kit.  This kit can also 
use the existing motor by adding on a gear to the existing motor.  However, 
from the sounds of things it could be that your motor may also need to be 
replaced. 
 
If you replace the track only and use existing motor: 
 
Kit -   $870.00 
Bronze Gear - $150.63 
Shipping- $355.00 
Total-  $1,375.63 
 
If you decide to go with a full motor replacement: 
Kit-    $870.00 
Motor Assembly-  $1,932.00  (includes bronze gear) 
Shipping -   $421.00 
Total -   $3,223.00 
 
Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical Association in Michigan has a gear 
modification that was not performed by us.  They took a chain that looked 
like a heavy duty bike chain and mounted it directly to the dome.  They added 
a gear and turned the motor to face horizontal instead of how yours is 
mounted.  The gear was horizontal and interfaced with the chain.  I do not 
have a great up close photo of it, but I have attached it.  You can see the 
chain that goes across the opening of the shutter and continue around the 
dome.  That might be an idea if you wanted a custom idea with using off the 
shelf parts. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
Riley Brannen 
Ash Mfg. Co. 
815-436-9403 

 


